Book Review: "Gender and Global Justice edited by Alison M. Jaggar, Cambridge: Polity Press, 2014" by Berents, Helen
This is the author’s version of a work that was submitted/accepted for pub-
lication in the following source:
Berents, Helen
(2015)
Book Review: "Gender and Global Justice edited by Alison M. Jaggar,
Cambridge: Polity Press, 2014".
Australian Journal of Politics and History, 61(1), pp. 165-166.
This file was downloaded from: http://eprints.qut.edu.au/83522/
c© Copyright 2015 2015 School of Historical and Political Inquiry,
School of Political Science and International Studies, The University
of Queensland and Wiley Publishing Asia Pty Ltd.
Notice: Changes introduced as a result of publishing processes such as
copy-editing and formatting may not be reflected in this document. For a
definitive version of this work, please refer to the published source:
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ajph.12092/epdf
Gender and Global Justice. Edited by Alison M. Jagger (Cambridge: Polity Press, 
2014), pp. 223.  
Hidden aspects of assumed gender-neutral global policies and transnational institutions 
that have  “systematically disparate and often burdensome consequences for specific 
groups of women in both the global North and the global South” (10) are the focus of 
Gender and Global Justice edited by Alison M Jagger. In response to the frequent neglect 
of gender in considerations of moral philosophy in global issues, the chapters assembled 
in this edited collection highlight the manifold ways in which our attention to a broad 
range of questions of justice at a global level is enhanced by close attention to the 
gendered dimensions of injustice and inequality.  
Jagger’s introductory essay proposes the compelling framing of considering global 
gender disparities as “elements in transnational cycles of gendered vulnerability” (23). 
This proposed framing moves consideration of injustice from localised, specific situations 
to a consideration of the underlying institutional and social structures that create and 
reinforce gendered vulnerabilities in different ways. This forms a strong basis for the 
subsequent chapters by both emerging and established scholars. Kittay’s consideration of 
the “moral harm” of migrant carework and Silvey’s exploration of the potential of 
geographies of migrants’ gender justice claims are compelling and strongly framed 
chapters dealing with some of the complex questions concerning the transnational 
movement of women in a globalised world. Kang proposes a consideration of 
transnational women’s collectivities, while Gosselin brings attention to mental disorders 
as imbricated in systems of global gendered injustice. Brock’s coherent questioning of the 
potential of reform of global taxation arrangements for gender justice raises important 
issues; and the gendered and racialised elements of conceptualisations of the harm of 
sexual violence in conflict by Alcoff and the ‘resource curse’ by Wisor, round out a 
diverse and valuable collection of chapters.  
Alison Jagger has a long, well established history of critical analysis of gendered 
dimensions of philosophical and political thought. As editor to this volume she has drawn 
together a range of strong voices that further the overall aim of centring gendered 
concerns and destabilising presumptions of western political philosophy. Accordingly, 
this book makes a significant intervention in current debates and makes an important and 
timely contribution. 
Although the book is composed of individual compelling chapters, the shared aim is 
apparent in the many occasions where chapters seem to talk to each other or evoke 
previous claims and discussions. In part this is due to an important collective attention to 
the consequences of transnational structures and frames such as globalisation; the 
movement of people; and the unequal division of labour, wages, and benefits. It is also a 
result of the well considered organisation of the book that progresses from broad 
theoretical frames through questions of affective care and labour, to global finance and 
taxation, and the gendered consequences of conflict. The breadth of topics addressed in 
this book is a strength, although considering its origins in a conference in 2008 I was 
expecting some more explicit consideration of the consequences of the global financial 
crisis as well as consideration of the pressing issues raised by climate change at a global 
level.  
Researchers who are interested in gendered dimensions of questions of justice and 
inequality, as well as researchers interested in expanding their engagement with political 
philosophy around global political issues will find much of interest in this volume. 
Several chapters assume a detailed knowledge of the background literature, but would be 
a strong addition to advanced courses to prompt critical thinking and engagement on 
these issues. Drawing together social and political philosophy, global politics, and 
feminist theory, it is a compelling addition to the field.   
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